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firm, nLight Photonics, which is lead-
ing the world in high-capacity semi-
conductor lasers. 

Many of our top high-tech companies 
demand startup venture capital in 
order to build the infrastructure they 
need to produce the products which 
save us money, save us lives, and help 
stimulate our economy. These success-
ful companies, however, often would 
like to branch out into a parallel area, 
perhaps not their primary pursuit, but 
a parallel area for which SBIR funds 
would be fully appropriate and advan-
tageous. Unfortunately, under current 
rules, that is prohibited. In other 
words, the very companies that have 
proven successful and have been able to 
demonstrate to venture capital that 
they have a process, personnel, and 
products that are worth supporting are 
then precluded from Federal support. 
This bill corrects that. I commend the 
gentlelady and Mr. WU for recognizing 
that. 

I want to thank Mr. GRAVES, who 
worked on this with me several years 
ago, and again thank my colleagues 
from both sides of the aisle. It is a good 
bill. It will help, by the way, address 
some of those energy challenges that 
the gentleman who just spoke alluded 
to. 

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Chairman, I 
am very pleased to yield 4 minutes to 
the distinguished gentleman from 
Georgia, Dr. GINGREY. 

Mr. GINGREY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Madam Chairman, both the Small 
Business Innovation Research and the 
Small Business Technology Transfer 
programs have proven to be extremely 
successful since the their implementa-
tion in 1982. These are both grant pro-
grams that have been effective in pro-
viding government assistance to small 
businesses to help more people in our 
country achieve the American Dream. 

Although I do have some concerns 
about the underlying bill, H.R. 5819, 
small business is still the cornerstone 
of the economy and job growth in this 
country, and I am happy that we’re ad-
dressing these important programs on 
the House floor. 

Madam Chairman, small business 
drives United States economic growth 
and innovation. These companies make 
up 99.7 percent of all United States em-
ployers and employ nearly half of all 
Americans who are not working for the 
government. In addition, small busi-
nesses employ 39 percent of high-tech 
workers, such as scientists and engi-
neers, and they produce 13 to 14 times 
more patents per employee than do the 
larger firms. The SBIR and STTR pro-
grams were created to provide critical 
funding to these companies so they 
could conduct R&D that they other-
wise would not be able to afford. These 
programs also provide further funding 
to commercialized promising tech-
nology resulting from that R&D. 

Since their inception in 1982, these 
programs provide over $2 billion in 
grants and contracts each year, and 

they have provided the start-up fund-
ing for hundreds of small businesses in 
the United States. In my own State of 
Georgia, Georgia Tech, my alma mater, 
provides assistance to small business 
initiatives across the State, and as a 
result, companies have received $15 
million in SBIR and STTR grants. Spe-
cifically in my district in northwest 
Georgia, the 11th, eight companies 
have received $8.3 million in SBIR 
awards since 2005. So, Madam Chair-
man, it is vital that these programs are 
reauthorized so we can continue to fos-
ter small business development in the 
emerging technology-based global 
economy. 

While I am generally supportive of 
H.R. 5819, I do, as I said, have some 
concerns with sections relating to ven-
ture capital and phase one and two 
grant eligibility. 

Venture capital helps small business 
entrepreneurs gain credibility on solid 
ideas that have the potential for com-
mercialization. However, while venture 
capital serves as an important compo-
nent in facilitating small business suc-
cess, it must also be closely monitored 
and scrutinized. We must ensure small 
business interests are at the heart of 
SBIR and STTR programs. After all, 
that’s why they were created back in 
1982. 

Through H.R. 5819, small business 
companies who utilize SBIR and STTR 
programs have the latitude to incor-
porate venture capital funding into 
their operation, but section 201 in the 
bill provides safeguards so that small 
businesses are not merely conduits for 
venture capital interests, and I want to 
thank Chairwoman VELÁZQUEZ for this. 
While I believe this section of the bill 
is a very good step in the direction of 
protecting small business interests, I 
believe that this language could be 
even stronger to specifically reinforce 
the integrity of these two programs. 

Madam Chairman, I do support the 
mission and the intent of SBIR and 
STTR programs. I urge all my col-
leagues to support H.R. 5819. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Chairman, 
I am very pleased to yield 3 minutes to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SESTAK), vice president of the Small 
Business Committee. 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Chairman, I 
rise today also in support of H.R. 5819, 
a bill to improve and modernize the 
Small Business Innovation Research 
program and the Small Business Tech-
nology Transfer program. 

Small businesses, the backbone of 
our economy, bring innovation, cre-
ativity, competition and lower costs to 
our economy. As elsewhere in America, 
70 percent of all the new jobs in my dis-
trict in Pennsylvania come from small 
businesses, and I strongly believe our 
economic security is dependent upon 
our ability to provide these businesses 
with the tools and the resources they 
need to grow. 

In 1982, as has been mentioned, Con-
gress recognized the importance of re-
taining and increasing the innovation 

and research of small business by cre-
ating the Small Business Innovation 
Research program to stimulate techno-
logical innovations, meet Federal re-
search and development needs, and in-
crease the commercial success of inno-
vation. 

The bill we will be voting on im-
proves the Small Business Innovation 
Research program and the Small Busi-
ness Technology Transfer program to 
ensure that small businesses receive 
the resources they need to continue to 
innovate, grow and succeed. 

Madam Chairman, this bill will make 
the necessary changes to modernize 
these two programs. This bill will in-
crease funding available for grants, 
simplify the application process, broad-
en technical assistance, and create a 
more flexible process for the 11 partici-
pating Federal agencies. It also focuses 
agencies on granting funding to 
projects with commercial viability and 
promising research, and it requires 
agencies to establish databases to col-
lect best practices information. 

I strongly believe that innovation is 
essential to the economic well-being of 
our Nation, and the Small Business In-
novation Research program and the 
Small Business Technology Transfer 
program make a significant contribu-
tion to our economy. I therefore urge 
my colleagues to vote in support of 
this timely reauthorization. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Chairman, we 
will reserve the balance of our time. 

Mr. WU. Madam Chairman, at this 
time, I am pleased to yield 1 minute to 
the gentleman from Ohio, a member of 
the committee, a leader in the field of 
nanotechnology, Mr. WILSON. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Chair-
man, I rise today in support of H.R. 
5819, the Small Business Innovation 
Research and Small Business Technical 
Transfer reauthorization bill. Estab-
lished in 1982, these highly competitive 
programs have a well-deserved reputa-
tion for success. 

In today’s economy, small businesses 
are critical to U.S. innovation. In my 
home State of Ohio, the SBIR and the 
STTR programs have played an impor-
tant role in improving the regional 
economy through science, technology 
and innovation. 

The SBIR and the STTR programs 
work to create jobs and increase our 
Nation’s capacity for technological in-
novation. And funding these programs 
has been critical to the success of 
many businesses throughout my dis-
trict. It is clear that the SBIR and the 
STTR programs are critical in pro-
moting the science and technology re-
search that drives our innovation- 
based economy. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on this important bill. 

Mr. EHLERS. May I inquire as to 
how much time I have remaining. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman 
from Michigan is advised he has 30 sec-
onds remaining. 

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 
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